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Enjoying the Volkswagen life

Our major sponsor

The Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland
is proud to have Cricks Highway Volkswagen
as our Major Sponsor.
If you’re interested in buying, test-driving or browsing the
new Volkswagen range and becoming a part of the VW
family, please see the wonderful team located at
3499 Pacific Highway, Springwood QLD 4127
Office: (07) 3290 8188

From the prez…

It would seem I need to dust off my President’s hat and wear it for another year.
The chooks won’t be happy when I retrieve it from the nesting box. It was useful in
that respect. Kept the eggs nice and warm.
All seriousness aside, it was great news at the AGM to see new faces adopting
committee roles for 2021. This bears well for the club as we return to enjoying the
activities and meetings surrounding our VW hobby.
On this note, the VW show calendar is emerging from the shadows, and with all
things equal and ’sneeze’ free, the VW Nationals in Sydney may be the first big VW
gathering since 2019 to kick start the year in earnest. Here’s hoping.
I’ll also endeavour to reintroduce the tech presentations at each meeting, and for
the May meeting this week I have prepared a little piece on Bosch mechanical fuel
injection. This method of delivering fuel was introduced with the early watercooled VW models, and was popular across a broad range of automotive brands,
including Porsche.
I’ve been spending time rebuilding and playing with these systems over the last
twelve months, and they have proven to be a very efficient means of managing
fuel and power. I hope you will enjoy.
Kind regards
Craig Hughes
President

Mid-week meet-up
Something different, organised by Keith Barton, was a mid-week event on
Wednesday 28 April at Jacob’s Well, south of Brisbane.
Some 18 members showed up at The Anchorage, a café within the marina, boat
building and chandlery complex at Cabbage Tree Point. Good food, coffee and
conversation, and some very nice VWs, old and new, in the carpark; thanks Keith.
And good to see the Volkswagen flags flying.

Volkswagen plug-in electrics now include
sporty ID.4 GTX
At a digital world premiere held at Berlin Tempelhof Airport, Volkswagen
presented its first fully electric high-performance model: the ID.4 GTX. The new
product brand is bringing new and intelligent sportiness to the world of electric
mobility. The ID.4 GTX is the first model based on the modular electric drive
matrix (MEB) to feature dual-motor all-wheel drive and also offers attractive,
high-quality design elements.
“Electric driving is simply great fun – and with the ID.4 GTX we are adding a new
dimension of sportiness and dynamics,” explained Ralf Brandstätter, CEO of the
Volkswagen Brand. “The most emotional member of the ID family to date shows
that electric mobility and top sporty performance are not mutually exclusive.”

The ID.4 GTX has one electric drive motor on both the front and rear axle.
Together, they deliver a maximum electrical output of 220 kW (299 bhp) and can
work together as an electric all-wheel drive – a first for the ID. family. Holding the
world premiere in an aircraft hangar allowed the new model to show just what the
intelligently controlled all-wheel drive is capable of: the ID.4 GTX effortlessly
climbed a ramp at an incline of 37.5%. Thanks to the dual-motor all-wheel drive,
the flagship model of the ID.4 product line is able to accelerate from 0 to 60 km/h
in 3.2 seconds and from 0 to 100 km/h in 6.2 seconds. The vehicle’s top speed is
electronically limited to 180 km/h.
“The full torque of the electric powertrain is immediately available and you can
feel the excellent vehicle handling in every bend,” says Thomas Ulbrich, member of
the Board of Management for Development. “What’s more, the innovative
operating and safety concept is just as intelligent as the drive train! For example,
the driver is supported by the unique augmented reality head-up display and
comprehensive assist systems.”

The Type 3: a little more normal
In terms of sales, customer satisfaction, market penetration and instant
recognition, the Beetle was a tough act to follow. But there was a market that
wanted the Beetle’s virtues in a more “normal-looking” car.
VW had shaken up the small car market with the Beetle, despite it being lowpowered, inefficiently packaged (as long as a Range Rover, less interior room
than a Mini), and styled in a way that polarised opinions. So the announcement
in 1960 that a new model was coming that would retain the engineering
reputation of the Beetle, an air-cooled rear engine and tough torsion bar
suspension, but in a more practical shape and with a little more power, must
have had VW’s competitors worried.

The Type 3 was launched in the European and US markets late in 1961 but didn’t
arrive in Australia until 1962. With its flat four air-cooled engine enlarged from
1.2 to 1.5 litres, the new VW was offered in two-door sedan (notchback) and
station wagon (squareback, though correctly called the Variant) bodywork, the
wagon featuring a then-innovative single-panel rear door.

On both models, the flat-four engine was buried beneath a hinged cover,
providing a flat though reasonably tall load area in the wagon and small extra
boot in the sedans.
Extra power was offered in 1964 with a twin-carburettor 1500S version but the
big change was 1965’s announcement of a stylish1.6-litre Fastback.
With style that evoked a little of the Karmann Ghia, and that was unique in its
price range, the 1600TS sold in Australia had improved seats and ventilation,
quality carpeting with additional sound-deadening, front disc brakes and a
headlamp flasher (such things were talking points in 1965).
Prompted by coming safety requirements in the US, the cars were re-styled for
1969 with larger bumpers, lights and a longer nose but many felt, and still feel,
that the cars lost the simple look of earlier cars.
The revised Type 3s were heavier by up to 80kg and performance suffered
accordingly. Top speed of the Fastback dropped by 7km/h and manual cars took
half a second longer to reach 80km/h. The three-speed automatic transmission
available from 1969 was designed to reduce the power losses that afflicted other
small-engined automatics, but the cars were still slow.

To make the cars at least handle better, the potentially dangerous swing axles
were replaced with double-jointed trailing arms that stopped the outer tyre
tucking under during hard cornering, turning the Type 3 into a quicker and safer
tourer.
Performance wasn’t addressed until 1970 when VW Australia introduced a fuelinjected version of the Fastback. With electronic injection from Bosch, the TLE
had been available to buyers in overseas markets since 1968 but came here in
limited numbers and, in automatic form, priced at more than $3000 (about the
same as an optioned Holden Monaro HK 186S). Apart from the badge, injected
cars were hard to identify, but a comparison with an earlier version would reveal
a series of slots in the rear pillars for the new flow-through ventilation system.
Volkswagen stayed with a claimed 48kW power output, but torque was up eight
per cent, giving 117Nm at 2800rpm.
By the time Australia saw its ultimate Type 3, Volkswagen had already
announced a successor, the 411 models. VW Australia went straight to the frontengined Passat.
There was a successful Type 34 Karmann Ghia coupe built on the Type 3
platform, and examples of these are seen at Australian VW shows and events. To
many eyes, however, they don’t have the appeal of the Type 1-based Ghias;
Volkswagen agreed, keeping the Type 14 in production until 1974, six years after
Type 34 manufacture ceased.

In the space of 13 years until 1973, when the Wolfsburg plant was reconfigured
for the coming Golf, more than 2.5 million Type 3s of all models had been built.
The Type 3 is much liked by its owners. The ‘pancake’ engine with its lower-set
fan and accessories stands less than 40cm high and revs willingly. A 1600TLE
manual would do 0-100km/h in 16.5 seconds and 0-400 metres in 19.9 seconds.
They are also usually less noisy than the less-sophisticated Beetles of the time.
Fuel consumption in early 1970s road tests averaged 9.4L/100km, with
automatics 10 per cent less frugal. However, the restrictions of a 40-litre tank
mean only 400km between fuel stops.
Type 3s aren’t especially common but they are frequently less expensive than a
Beetle. Most Type 3s in good shape win in drivability and it’s about even for
scarcity and collector potential. TLEs needing some body and interior work, or
good 1969-72 TL sedans and wagons, fetch around $6000-12,000, but values are
rising as more cars succumb to rust.
Early 1600TS Fastbacks in exceptional condition are scarce and those that exist
are likely be more than $25,000.

Sports report (news from the hill)
With motor sport well underway for 2021, and hoping for no more Covidrelated holdups, Round 2 from the Mt Cotton Hill Climb has been run.
With the club Fasty still waiting for its face lift, and some of the usual
members unable to attend, it was just Noel and Dave competing. Noel
seems to have a gift for being really consistent on the time sheet, posting
many times in the 54s, with a fastest of 54.00. Dave had split duties for the
weekend and only did a few runs, but he still managed to put a fastest
time of 49.77 down. He is consistently posting sub-50 second runs now
that he's realised it was only a mental barrier. A 48 second time won't be
far away for him.
The Queensland Hill Climb championship is on 29 and 30 May with Friday
practice prior. The event attracts drivers from interstate and is usually
worth the price of admission. Round 3 isn't until 19 and 20 June, so if
you’re free that weekend drop in and see our members compete.

When you have too much
time on your hands…

Club merchandise for sale!

Sizes S to XXL
$55
Members $5 a
set, nonmembers
$7.50 a set
They fit
standard plates

For sale, swap, wanted or donate
Wally has 4 x 15 inch Mercedes steel wheels, Kombi pattern. The tyres are 205-6515. Contact Wally on 0412 154 500.
Hardy is thinking of selling his 1986 944 Porsche. You can contact him on 0437 433
939.
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