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Lockdown! Here’s a happy VW to
cheer you up

Our major sponsor

The Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland
is proud to have Cricks Highway Volkswagen
as our Major Sponsor.
If you’re interested in buying, test-driving or browsing the
new Volkswagen range and becoming a part of the VW
family, please see the wonderful team located at
3499 Pacific Highway, Springwood QLD 4127
Office: (07) 3290 8188

From the prez…
It was a different role for me at the last round of the Mt Cotton Hillclimb - pit crew. For
anyone that knows me (condolences) I’m a hopeless spectator at motorsport events.
I’m either driving or I’m not there. However, this time there was a good reason to be
under the bonnet rather than in the seat. My second eldest son Steven was about to
compete for the first time in the VWMA Mk1 Golf Improved Production sedan. This
occasion was significant on two accounts.
Firstly, it was the changing of the batons, with Grahame Rumballe retiring from driving
duties and handing over the responsibility of going hard to young Steven. Secondly,
Steven’s participation added strength to the need to inspire young people to take up
the grass roots sport of motor racing. We’re not talking aspirations for a V8 Supercar
drive or a F1 birth, but rather real weekend racing where the emphasis is on improving
driving skills and car preparation - not chasing dollars and pie in the sky professional
careers.
Steven acquitted himself well. Yes, there were a few spins, a spectacular lockup and a
moment or two of brainfade, but he went from a cautious and sensible 64-second run
on Saturday morning to a best of 54.2! Very impressive and the MGCCQ awarded
Steven Most Improved for his efforts. The little Golf also performed well, and aside
from trying to choke down a set of carburettor socks (which we duly threw away) these
little cars are an inexpensive introduction to racing, and they go quite quick to boot.
I even enjoyed myself, although I felt more exhausted running around and checking the
car than when driving. Good for the soul and the heart.
Note: The deal for Steven to go racing was that he got his hands dirty preparing the car
for the weekend. If he was a no show, then no racing. Not only did he put in a full day
at the workshop the weekend prior, but he also went to the workshop on his own after
work to finish the car into the late evening the Thursday before. He earned his drive.

Craig Hughes

Social stuff
What turbulent times we live in. Even as this edition of the magazine is being
finalised, we’re hearing that our meeting this Wednesday will have to be
cancelled as the lockdown is extended.
This has thrown all of our plans to gather into disarray, and a meeting, or a poll
of members by email, will have to decide whether to attempt Action Day this
year.
Keith, our Social Secretary, is nominating a trip out to Leyburn Sprints later this
month but we will have to see how we go.
So, for your diary, and pending any pandemic disruptions, the August activity for
Sunday 22nd August is a Road trip out to Leyburn for the sprints.
Dave Sidery is running his beetle in the Touring Class pre-1972 (1601-2000cc).
The Show and Shine is to be on in the morning 9.00am – 1.00pm of Sunday
22nd August.
Meet at Goodna McDonalds at 7.30am for a 8.00am departure.
The trip is approximately two hours. There should be food available in Leyburn
so bring a hat and water for yourself and fuel up the car.
Below: Ian Dalgliesh, winner of the economy run event, receives his prize from
Keith Barton at the July meeting.

Save the date:
Secret Santa Breakfast is on December 12 at the Anchorage Cafe, Cabbage
Tree Point Road, Steiglitz. Arrival time is 8.30am. Please bring a wrapped
gift of no more than $10.00 in value, either VW-related or just funny.

Remember: the monthly meeting (first Wednesday, 7.30pm) venue is
now The Memorial Room, Mount Gravatt Showgrounds, 1164 Logan
Road, Mount Gravatt

The car trailer
The club’s trailer can be borrowed by club members for the very low cost of $20
a day. This helps cover the trailer’s fixed costs of registration, insurance, tyres
and maintenance. It must be returned in the same condition in which it was
collected.
Last issue, an incorrect phone number was published. Contact Ian Dalgliesh on
(0419) 792 663 to book the trailer.

Advertising VWs in Australia
Most VW fans are familiar with the classic Volkswagen advertisements from
the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, created by the advertising genius Bill Bernbach in
his DDB agency. But selling VWs in local markets required ads tailored to local
buyers.
Here’s a selection from the ‘50s to the ‘80s. These are national or Sydney or
Melbourne based, so if you have any Brisbane ads from this period please let
me know.

Sports report
Round 4 of the Mt Cotton Hillclimb run by the MG Car Club was held on the
24th and 25th of July. Our newest and youngest competitor, Steven Hughes,
has joined the dizzy heights of motor racing.
Driving the yellow Golf, which isn't new to the hill climb track, he put on a
display of youthful driving while finding his limits at times. Steven's first time
for the event was a 69.39 and, as he chipped away at the time sheet, he
ended up posting a 54.20 which is impressive considering it was his first
competitive drive at this track. He was also the winner of the most improved
driver for the weekend. Congratulation, Steven - I'm sure you'll be quicker
with experience. Look out Dad, he's going to kick your backside.
Noel didn't disappoint with his usual consistent driving. Although he wasn't
happy with his car, he still managed a time of 54.20 and a class win. Dave
Sidery and his blue Beetle are becoming more consistent with many runs
below 50 seconds. His times of 49.72, 49.70, 49.38 and a class win are
putting a smile on his dial.
The next round will be on the 14th and 15th of August and the highlight of
the year, the Australian Hill Climb Championship, is on 21st to the 24th of
October.
Greg Turnham
Craig, Noel and
Barry. The three
wise….

Grahame Rumballe, still addicted to the smell of high octane fuel.

When you have too much
time on your hands…

Club merchandise for sale!

Sizes S to XXL
$55
Members $5 a
set, nonmembers
$7.50 a set
They fit
standard plates

For sale, swap, wanted or donate
If you want to place anything here, contact me
at peter.bramwell@optusnet.com.au
Wally Penboss wants a front bumper for a late model Kombi, and is
selling a set of 15” 205/65 Mercedes Benz rims with Westlake tyres
fitted.
Contact Wally on 0412 154 500
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