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Our major sponsor

The Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland
is proud to have Cricks Highway Volkswagen
as our Major Sponsor.
If you’re interested in buying, test-driving or browsing the
new Volkswagen range and becoming a part of the VW
family, please see the wonderful team located at
3499 Pacific Highway, Springwood QLD 4127
Office: (07) 3290 8188

Social stuff
Save the date:
Secret Santa Breakfast is on December 12 at the Anchorage Cafe, Cabbage
Tree Point Road, Steiglitz. Arrival time is 8.30am. Please bring a wrapped
gift of no more than $10.00 in value, either VW-related or just funny.

Remember: the monthly meeting (first Wednesday, 7.30pm) venue is
now The Memorial Room, Mount Gravatt Showgrounds, 1164 Logan
Road, Mount Gravatt

Volkswagen to phase out manual
gearboxes by 2030
The Volkswagen brand will phase out manual transmissions by the end of this
decade, according to a new report from well-sourced German magazine Auto
Motor und Sport.
Citing company insiders, the outlet claim increasing costs, low customer
demand, and the shift to electrification as the primary factors responsible for
the move. Automotive website Drive’s own sources suggest the timeline laid out
in the article is accurate.
Volkswagen currently offers just two passenger models in Australia with a
manual option: the Polo city hatchback and Golf small hatchback.
The Amarok dual-cab ute, along with the brand's commercial vans, can also be
had with three pedals.
By 2030, Volkswagen claims electric cars will account for approximately 70 per
cent of sales in Europe, and half of all sales in the USA and China. Few electric
vehicles have more than one gear ratio, and manual transmissions are
extraordinarily rare.
It is unclear if the wider 14-marque Volkswagen Group will be subject to the
move. However, a spokesperson for Porsche has previously suggested the
sports car brand would continue to offer a three-pedal layout in select models
for as long as it was viable.

Kübelwagen: the ‘jerry’ Jeep
Kübelwagen is a German word, contracted from Kübelsitzwagen (literally:
'bucket-seat car') – originally military slang for doorless cross-country and fieldcars, fitted with bucket seats, to prevent riders from falling out of the vehicle.
In World War Two, it became a household word similar in meaning to the
English "jeep".
•
•

As Adolf Hitler rose to power in the 1930s, he wanted to make Germany a
motorised nation, which led to the development of the Volkswagen Beetle.
But there was also a military version of the Beetle, the Kübelwagen, and like
the American Jeep, the Kübelwagen earned the respect of troops on both sides
of World War II.

The road to the kübelwagen began at the 1933 Berlin Auto Show. That was when
Hitler called for a motorised Germany and then heard the plans for Ferdinand
Porsche's 25-horsepower vehicle with an air-cooled engine. Hitler demanded
that it seat four and get good gas mileage.
It took a few years for Porsche to finalise the design and begin mass production
under the newly formed Gesellschaft zur Vorbereitung des Volkswagens
company, soon shortened to Volkswagen.
But Hitler quickly rose from chancellor to Fuhrer, and his SS officers asked this
new Volkswagen company if it could make a militarised version of its KdF
Volkswagen in January 1938. The company fast-tracked the project, and the first
prototypes came off the line in November.
The initial prototypes had some shortcomings in testing. They could not run at
walking speed due to their gearing, and they had insufficient ground clearance as
well as a less-than-robust suspension. Second, it needed some improvement of
its off-road ability, as, unlike the Jeeps, it wasn’t a four-wheel-drive.

German Volkswagen Kübelwagens with soldiers from a Waffen-SS
reconnaissance unit during World War II, circa 1940.
Popperfoto via Getty Images

Porsche responded to both requests by mounting new axles with gearreduction hubs, providing the car with more torque and more groundclearance all at once.
Problems were quickly ironed out, though. By the time the Type 82 version,
the vehicle's second iteration, went into production in 1940, it was a capable
machine, well-liked by the troops. It was fuel efficient for the time, reliable,
and could carry four soldiers and the lion's share of their gear.
It was not, by default, armoured or armed, though, so it rarely acted as a
front line troop carrier. Instead, it served in a logistics and support role,
ferrying spare parts or other key supplies to where they were needed or
getting key leaders into position to observe the enemy or their own troops.
So, similar to the Jeep, but there were a several characteristics that
separated the two vehicles. For instance, the Kübelwagen had a 22.5 bhp
engine, much weaker than the Willys, Ford or Bantam Jeep's 60 bhp (or even
the civilian Volkswagen's 25-hp engine) but weighed 300kg less. The engine
was air-cooled, which did make it a little less prone to breakdowns, and it
had a wider and longer wheelbase than the Jeep as well as more storage
space, but no 4WD.
When Allied troops got their hands on any of these variants, the vehicles
were generally met with grudging respect. So much so that Americans put
together an English-language version of the manual to help other troops
maintain their captured vehicles.

A soldier repairs a flat tire on a VW Kübelwagen in Sicily in 1943.
Horst Grund/German Federal Archives

The Kübelwagen wasn't the only military version of the Volkswagen. A
command vehicle, the Type 87 Kommandeurwagen, had 4-wheel drive and
looked more like a Beetle. And the Type 166 Schwimmwagen was the mostproduced amphibious car in history. We’ll look at those intriguing cars in a
future issue.
In all, there were 36 variants of the Kubelwagen as well as numerous
versions of the Kommandeurwagen and Schwimmwagen.
In all, some 50,435 Kübelwagens were built during the war, and thousands
survived as museum and collector's pieces. And, luckily for the owners, the
vehicles shared many parts with the Beetle, and owners could keep repairing
them for decades.

A soldier in a VW Kübelwagen in the Soviet Union, June, 1943.
Wehrmacht/German Federal Archives

This particular vehicle served with the German Afrika Korps and was brought to
Australia from Bardia in Libya. The markings indicated that it was attached to a
field artillery unit of the 15th Panzer Division. The vehicle was completely
restored in 2009. During this process the vehicle was finished in markings typical
of the 33rd Field Artillery unit of the 15th Panzer Division during the period of
the Siege of Tobruk between April and December 1941.
This vehicle was restored by No.2 Base Workshop, Royal Australian Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers at Moorebank, Sydney in the mid 1980s.

VWs riding the rails
Club secretary Mel Cheal, in addition to his enthusiasm for VW Beetles,
including the 1976 that he’s restoring, enjoys model railways. So, when it
came to modelling a car-carrying freight wagon, what better cargo than a
bunch of Beetles and various Type 2s on their way to dealers?

Sports report
Dave Sidery was the only Volkswagen keeping the faith at Leyburn this
year, (other than a sole Renmax Formula Vee)
Dave had four runs on Saturday and three runs on Sunday.
Weather was pretty good both days, clear skies, slight breeze and not
freezing cold at night.
Dave threw down the gauntlet posting the fastest time in class on
Sunday morning and no one could catch the flying "Jezabell".
First in class for our Dave Sidery!!!
Next year I will take Herbie out for a blast. There. It's in print now, lol.
Cheers, Wally Penboss

When you have too much
time on your hands…

Club merchandise for sale!

Sizes S to XXL
$55
Members $5 a
set, nonmembers
$7.50 a set
They fit
standard plates

For sale, swap, wanted or donate
If you want to place anything here, contact me
at peter.bramwell@optusnet.com.au
VW Golf 2008 R32 V6 4 Door in black
Registered VR32
Body exterior Good condition, interior poor condition
Mechanically in good condition
PRICE $14000 OR BEST OFFER Contact No 0455157476

Club committee 2021
PRESIDENT
Craig Hughes (0419) 735 596
editor@vwma.net.au
VICE-PRESIDENT
Wally Penboss (0412) 154 500
vw.dragracing@optusnet.com.au
SECRETARY
Mel Cheal (0431) 156 388
melvync@optusnet.com.au
TREASURER
Barry Browse (0437) 882 245
faybrowse@hotmail.com
SOCIAL CO-ORDINATOR
Keith Barton (0438) 357 749
bartonkj@bigpond.net.au
ACTION DAY COORDINATORS
Tracy Jardim and team: tracyinoz@bigpond.com (0404) 433 002
SPORTING CAPTAIN
Greg Turnham (0409) 473 487
g.turnham@bigpond.com
DATING OFFICER
John Diggles: (0458) 637 832
WEB MASTER
Phil Leitch

Our sponsors

Car Care Products Brisbane
Cleaning supplies in Murrarie
4/61 Metroplex Avenue, Murrarie, QLD 4172
8.30-5pm
1300 006 007

