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VWDCQinc Club Objectives:
1)   To foster the good fellowship and further the interests of Volkswagen owners and 
drivers.
2)   To promote the Club
3)  To co-operate with other motor vehicle clubs

VWDCQ club member Mark Tuckwell’s DC...



Hi Everyone,

I’ve lost track of time - didn’t we just have a meeting yesterday 
and didn’t I also wrap up the April newsletter around the same 
time? Stop the train - I’d like to walk and change the pace! Oh, 
wait, there’s Action Day, storage of club stuff, tech talk jargon, 
hillclimb prep .... yeah, not gettin’ off the train for a while.

And changing pace has become a top priority for many after the 
lockdown years. Take for example the VW show scene. Yes, it is 
slowly finding its legs again, but there have been a few casualties 
over the past 24 months, with some shows not returning and oth-
ers choosing to scale down their activities. Understandably, there 
has been a shift away from people taking on more responsibilities 
and unwanted duress, and a focus towards enjoying the return of 
freedom and unrestricted travel. The irony is not lost on the fact, 
however, that finding VW shows and events to enjoy that freedom 
is thin on the ground because volunteers have not returned in 
great numbers.

Hopefully, the VWDCQ Action Day will attract the club member-
ship power to make it happen. Between now and September 
there is not much in the way of an organised and properly judged 
VW Show’n’Shine in Queensland. Sure, there are plenty of ‘re-
laxed’ social gatherings run under the pre-text of family friendly 
and public voting, but it’s still important to have at least one show 
in the Sunshine State that officially recognises effort and build 
quality with a points system awarded by a team of judges. Action 
Day is that show, so let’s get behind the club to make it happen 
for 2022 and beyond.

Cheers
Craig Hughes

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
2022

• President
     Craig Hughes
 0419 735 596

• Vice President
     Nolan Wilcox
 0407 576 802

• Treasurer
     Barry Browse
 0437 882 245

• Secretary
     Mel Cheal
             0431 155 388

• Sporting Captain
     Greg Turnham
                      0409  473  487

• Social Secretary
     Keith Barton
  0438 357 749   

• Dating Officer 
      John Diggles
              0458 637 832   

from the Prez...
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 Our major sponsor 

The Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland 
is proud to have Cricks Highway Volkswagen  

as our Major Sponsor. 
 

If you’re interested in buying, test-driving or browsing the 
new Volkswagen range and becoming a part of the VW 

family, please see the wonderful team located at  
3499 Pacific Highway, Springwood QLD 4127 

 
Office: (07) 3290 8188 

 



Socially Speaking Keith Barton

The coffee get together on the 22nd was 
well attended. There were 12 members 
present for the morning and a couple we 
hadn’t seen for a while. The location is a 
top spot for a social gathering with plenty of 
parking close by and easy to find. The cafe is 
elevated and close to the Sandgate seafront 
with a great expansive outlook. The service 
was great and the sweet slices were to die 
for. The weather chimed in for us too and 
was perfect on the day.

The old cars attracted a bit of attention es-
pecially Mark Tuckwell’s twincab. Mark had 
managed to claim a car park right across the 
road from the cafe. The cab drew quite a few 
looks and one bloke did a lot of looking and a 
couple of photos before moving over to talk 
to Mel. All in all a social gathering and a little 
bit of waving the VW flag.

Sandgate Coffee
The next planned event is a trip to Toowoom-
ba for the Lost Trades Fair 14/15th May. This 
a collection of artisans performing and creat-
ing using old skills that you don’t see much 
of anymore. The likes of wheel making, bar-
rel making, sewing and silver smithing that 
will be available to look at as the artisan puts 
something together. 

It’s a ticketed event costing $17.00 for 
adults. I’m sure it’s worth the trip. Let Keith 
know if you are attending - 0438357749.

And a reminder about Jumpers and Jazz, 
Warwick 23 and 24 July. If you are attending 
please book accommodation ASAP and let 
Keith know. 





Action Day History....

VW
DCQ ACTION DAY Our annual car show “Action Day” was 

first held on  27 October 1985. The original 
venue was supposed to be Marchant Park 
at Chermside, however, at the last minute, 
the show was moved onto the footpath 
outside the original venue. This was due 
to an administrative oversight by the park 
managers. 

“Action Day” then moved to the the Mt 
Gravatt Showgrounds for the next three 
years, and in 1989 the club moved the 
show to Capt Burke Park under the Story 
Bridge, for a period of four years. While 
situated under the Story Bridge, “Action 
Day” became increasingly popular, and 
many non-club cars and people showed 
their appreciation by supporting the club’s 
activities each year.  

Right from the start, the name “Action 
Day”, a classic misnomer for a static car 
display, has stuck, despite concerted at-
tempts by some to get rid of it. The name 
does seem to fit in with the back-to-front 
cheekiness of the original Volkswagen 
car (Beetle). In 1993, “Action Day” was 
moved again to the Beenleigh Rum Dis-
tillery where it stayed for four years, until 



the construction of the M1 motorway and the 
sale of the venue, moved it once more. While 
at Beenleigh, “Action Day” actually had some 
“action” as one year a motorkhana was held 
on the day, on the same venue. This proved 
to be unpopular with the car show patrons 
because of the dust problem, however, the 
motorkhana freaks in the club (including the 
authors) had a great day!

Like a gypsy, “Action Day” was moved 
again in 1997, this time to the Gold Coast 
for two years ( in conjunction with “Opera-
tion D.R.A.G.”, run by Gold Coast Police) 
and was held on the historic Surfers Paradise 
Raceway or what was left of it. This move 
was popular for the Gold Coast enthusiasts, 
and may have even been pivotal in the sub-
sequent formation of  the Gold Coast based 
VW Club. 

It’s hard to please everybody, and amid 
rumblings from some of our sponsors, and 
some of the members, “Action Day” moved 
again (1999) for three successful years at the 
Calamvale Hotel, on the southern outskirts of 
Brisbane. One of the features of the stay here 
was the enthusiastic support that the club re-
ceived from the staff and management of the 
Calamvale Hotel Motel.

Local progress being what it is, “Action Day” 
had to have a last minute venue change dur-
ing 2002, and was moved to Carina on Bris-
bane’s eastside, hopefully for a long stay, at 
a very user friendly venue, the Clem Jones 
Centre. However, this was not to be, as the 
Clem Jones Centre needed major ground 
works, and the Brisbane City Council offered 
us the use of Regent Park for 2008. In 2009 
Action Day drifted to Wynnum.



36 - VW BOOK REVIEW

vw books

Faster Higher Farther: 
The Volkswagen Scandal
By Jack Ewing
Hard Cover / 352 pages
Published by Norton and company

In 2015, Volkswagen proudly reached its 
goal of surpassing Toyota as the world’s 
largest automaker. Two months later, the 
EPA disclosed that Volkswagen had in-
stalled software that deceived emissions 
testing mechanisms in 11 million cars. By 
August 2016, VW had settled with Ameri-
can regulators and car owners for $15 
billion, with additional fi nes and suits still 
looming. 

In ‘Faster, Higher, Farther’, Jack Ewing 
rips the lid off  the conspiracy. He de-
scribes VWs rise from “The People’s Car” 
during the Nazi era to one of Germany’s 
most prestigious and important global 
brands, touted for being “green.” He 
paints vivid portraits of Volkswagen chair-
man Ferdinand Pich and chief executive 
Martin Winterkorn, arguing that their unre-
mitting ambition drove employees, work-
ing feverishly in pursuit of impossible sales 
targets, to illegal methods. 

‘Faster, Higher, Farther’ reveals how the 
succeed-at-all-costs culture prevalent in 
modern boardrooms led to one of corpo-
rate history’s farthest reaching cases of 
fraud, with potentially devastating conse-
quences.

Thinking small the long strange trip of 
the VW Beetle
By andrea Hiott
Hard Cover / 512 pages
Published by Random House Publish-
ing

Sometimes achieving big things requires 
the ability to think small. This simple 

concept was the driving force that pro-
pelled the Volkswagen Beetle to become 
an avatar of American-style freedom, a 
household brand, and a global icon. The 
VW Bug inspired the ad men of Madison 
Avenue, beguiled Woodstock Nation, and 
has recently been re-imagined for the 
hipster generation. And while today it is 
surely one of the most recognizable cars 
in the world, few of us know the compel-
ling details of this car’s story. 

In ‘Thinking Small’, journalist and cul-
tural historian Andrea Hiott retraces the 
improbable journey of this little car that 
changed the world. Andrea Hiott’s wide-
ranging narrative stretches from the fac-
tory fl oors of Weimar Germany to the 
executive suites of today’s automotive in-
novators. She shows how a succession 
of artists and engineers shepherded the 
Beetle to market through periods of priva-
tion and war, reconstruction and recovery. 

Henry Ford’s Model T may have revolu-
tionized the American auto industry, but 
for years Europe remained a place where 
only the elite drove cars. That all changed 
with the advent of the Volkswagen, the 
product of a Nazi initiative to bring driv-
ing to the masses. But Hitler’s concept of 
‘the people’s car’ would soon take on new 
meaning. 

As Germany rebuilt from the rubble of 
World War II, a whole generation suc-
cumbed to the charms of the world’s most 
huggable automobile. Indeed, the story of 
the Volkswagen is a story about people, 
and Hiott introduces us to the men who 
believed in it, built it, and sold it. ‘Thinking 
Small’ recounts the remarkable story of an 
automobile and an idea.

For Love and a Beetle:
A Tale Of Two Journeys
By Ivan Hodge with Petronella McGovern
Soft Cover / 296 Pages
Published New Holland Publishers

In 1961, after a two-year stint in England, 
young Ivan and Beth Hodge decided to 
drive home to New Zealand. They bought 
a brand new Volkswagen Beetle for £439 
and, with their possessions strapped to 
the roofracks, they set off  into the un-
known: across Europe, through commu-
nist countries, the mysterious Middle East 
and into the Asian subcontinent.
 
Thirty-fi ve years later, Ivan and Beth dust-
ed off  the Beetle to retrace their steps and 
relive the memories. Now in their sixties, 
the couple called it their ‘second honey-
moon’. They had a diff erent perspective 
of the world, as well as a mobile phone 
and a laptop.
 
In the book, For Love and a Beetle, Ivan 
and Beth have recorded their impressions 
of these two journeys – the changes in 
cultures, the impact of tourism and tech-
nology, the decay of communism, the 
continuing hostilities in some countries 
and the constant friendliness of the peo-
ple. Through it all, the Beetle overcomes 
the harsh desert, the wild weather and 
chaotic roads to deliver Ivan and Beth 
safely to their destination.
 
This new edition of the book includes 
an epilogue, bringing the Beetle story to 
its fi nal journey. Even as grandparents, 
Ivan and Beth’s adventurous spirit has 
remained strong.  Their fi nal Beetle trip 
takes them around New Zealand before 
they donate the car to the Museum of 
Transport and Technology in Auckland.

M A G A Z I N E

A good VW read...



Get in early,  
Club VeeDub  
Sydney’s 2022 
VW Nationals
is coming!
Saturday 21st  May  
Track Day, Luddenham Raceway

Sunday 22nd May   
Show Day, Fairfield City Showgrounds

WWW.CLUBVW.ORG.AU
For details contact David Birchall 02-9534-4825



the vault

6 - THE VAULT

Quite a Collection....

The next time you, your partner or neighbour(s) lament the num-
ber of VWs in your collection, take sollace over the dilemna faced 
by H.G.Palmer’s transport manager Mr Harris back in the sixties 
who had no less than 66 Kombi Panel Vans to operate and main-
tain out of a fl eet of 130 service vans for Australia’s biggest TV 
retail and service organisation!  

Herbert George Palmer began in the radio business selling radio 
sets door to door during the depression. In 1932 he opened 
his fi rst retail store in the Sydney suburb of Bankstown. In 1938 
a branch was opened in Wollongong. H.G. Palmer’s expanded 
rapidly during the post war boom in electrical appliances. There 
were four companies by 1949, which were combined into the 
one holding company, H.G. Palmer’s (Consolidated) Ltd on the 
7th of December, 1949. This became a listed company the fol-
lowing year.

During the next few years the company continued its expansion 
by acquiring other retailers and manufacturers, heavily borrowing 
to do so. It eventually had over 150 retail outlets across east-
ern Australia and was Australia’s largest electrical goods retailer. 
Customer service was important to Palmer, and a large fl eet of 
service vehicles was an essential part of delivering goods and 
maintenance effi  ciently.The VW panel van was chosen because 
of its large cubic capacity, ease of access with the double doors, 
lower servicing costs and proven reliability, and exceptional ride 
and handling characteristics. 

It’s a pity, then, that the company did not image the same strength 
in its corporate aff airs as the Kombi provided as a service van. 
In 1965 H.G. Palmer’s reported a £10 million loss and shortly 
after was liquidated, leaving debts of over £50 million, Australia’s 
largest corporate collapse. The question remains - where did all 
the panel vans go?

M A G A Z I N E

Looking Back...
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VW
DCQ ACTION DAY

VWDCQ ACTION DAY

SEPTEMBER 11TH 2022
BANDSTAND PARK THE ESPLANADE WYNNUM

A VOLKSWAGEN CLUB FOR 
VOLKSWAGEN ENTHUSIASTS

WWW.VWDCQINC.ORG.AU

GATES OPEN 7AM 
• CAR ENTRY $15 • SWAP SITE $20 

• TRADE STANDS $50
• GENERAL PUBLIC FREE • SHOW’N’SHINE 

• FOOD & DRINK



For Sale or Wanted

FOR SALE. 1973 Volkswagen Beetle (Standard), 62000km, one family owner since new, receipt 
from purchase with car, well cared for, kept under cover always and serviced regularly, runs very 
well, reliable car - was an every day use until put onto club rego 4 years ago - now a weekend driver.
Work completed in 2016 - Engine rebuilt from 1300 to 1600. New tyres, sandblasted and painted 
rims, replaced brake shoes and cyclinders reconditioned, rust proofed, sound proofing, upholstery 
replaced on seats & door cards, New exhaust installed August 2021 Comes with some spare parts, 
extra wheel hubs, manual. Contact Talitha on 0405 380 811 $20000 o.n.o.

1996 1200 Formula Vee, sealed engine and gear box (Kombi gearing for hill climb) and an-
other 2 gear boxes, one sealed and set up for circuit, 009 distributor with electronic ignition, 
control cam, control racing manifold, rack and pinion steering and redrilled Datsun mags with 
control Advan Yokohama tyres. Disc brakes all round. Spare fibreglass body minus nose cone, 
second hand parts include 1 complete engine, 6 volt starters, trailing arms, torsion packs, 2 
rear axles and housings complete. Trailer included. 

$8000 for the lot. Contact Jim on heysal@optusnet.com.au



Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland Inc 

 Membership Renewal Form 
 

Please copy and return this form by email to:  secretary.vwdcq@gmail.com   or by post to: 
VWDCQ Inc, PO Box 568, Morningside   Queensland, Australia, 4170. 

 
 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE PAYMENT METHODS 
  
Full: $40:00 Direct Debit (Preferred) 
Pensioner / Student $30:00 BSB 484-799 A/c Number 720125237 
 Please use your Name and R for renewal as 

reference 
  
 Cheque or Money Order: 
 PO Box 568 Morningside   Qld 4170 
 
      
I/We, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership renewal to the Volkswagen Drivers Club of Qld 
Inc.  
As previously I/We understand that this application is subject to acceptance by the committee, and is 
granted on the condition that I/We agree to abide by the rules and the Constitution of the Club. 
 
Please Print 
NAME (1) _____________________________________________NAME (2) ________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________POSTCODE____________Email:_______________________________  
 
PHONE: (Mobile:) _____________________________ (Other)_______________________ __________________ 
 
DOB (1): ___________________ (2) ____________________OCCUPATION ______________________________ 
 
TYPE OF VW (1): ____________________YEAR: _______________               REGO: ___________________ 
 
TYPE OF VW (2): ____________________YEAR: _______________                REGO: __________________ 
 
 
I / We have today paid by Bank Transfer to BSB 484-799 A/c # 720125237 
 
                                               Or   
I / We have paid by Cheque/Money Order made out to VWDCQ Inc sent to 
VWDCQ PO Box 568 Morningside Qld 4170    
 
SIGNATURE…………………...…………………………… DATE……….…/……/….………   
 
You will receive your new membership card by post once payment has been cleared  
 
Office Use Only: Membership Number ……………. Renewed……. /…../…… 
 
                                     Signed: ……………………………. Secretary VWDCQ Inc. 
 
Please Note: Club General Meetings are now held at The Mt Gravatt Memorial 
Hall, 1644 Logan Road Mount Gravatt at 7.30pm on the 1st Wednesday of the 
month (January excepted). We look forward to seeing you there. 

Please Tick  
Which Box 



AUSSIE
MOBILE

COLD ROOM 
HIRE

0422 207 969

HIRE OUR MOBILE COLDROOMS FOR 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, ENGAGEMENTS, 
WEDDINGS, CHRISTMAS AND NEW 

YEAR! HIRE FOR A DAY, WEEKEND OR 
LONGER

The old and the new, welcome at VWDCQ

Volksword is produced monthly by the VWDCQinc. Views expressed in Volksword are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent 
those of the VWDCQinc. Articles may be reproduced with an acknowledgement to Volksword, VWDCQinc. VWDCQinc, its members, nor its 
contributors to Volksword, can be held liable for consequences arising from information printed in the magazine.


