
VOLKSWORD
A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE VOLKSWAGEN DRIVERS CLUB OF QLD

July 2022

PO BOX 568, MORNINGSIDE, QUEENSLAND, 4170
www.vwdcqinc.org.au
The club meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month (except January) @ 7.30pm 
Mt Gravatt Showgrounds Logan Road Mt Gravatt

VWDCQinc Club Objectives:
1)   To foster the good fellowship and further the interests of Volkswagen owners and 
drivers.
2)   To promote the Club
3)  To co-operate with other motor vehicle clubs

The 2022 Qld Hillclimb State Championships was a very successful weekend for VWDCQ club 
members Dave Sidery, Steven Hughes, Gavin Taylor and Craig Hughes. Steven Hughes took home his 

first State Championship driving the VWMA Mk1 Golf in Improved Production.



Hi Everyone,

I was fortunate last week to have a fly/drive holiday with my beau-
tiful wife Colleen down the east coast of Tasmania. The entire trip 
was incredible, except for the hire car. Hiring a car these days 
does not include a lot of VW choices (sometimes none), and ini-
tially we were threatened with a Toyota Camry, which came with 
a lawn bowls hat and a nodding dog on the rear parcel shelf. 
Thankfully, or so I thought, we were ‘upgraded’ to an MG mid-size 
SUV. It was appalling!

Not only was it underpowered, handled and turned like the sunk-
en Titanic, and fitted with an automatic that couldn’t decide which 
gear to choose, but it was cursed with a cacophony of alarms 
and flashing lights supposedly to assist the driver. I can now un-
derstand why people can’t drive modern cars - there’s too many 
distractions and driver interference for them to actually concen-
trate on the road.

I managed to turn most of these off - speed warning, impact 
warning, pedestrian braking, lane change lights, distance control, 
buzzers, etc - although they reset each time you switched the 
vehicle off and on. I thought about buying a set of side cutters to 
permanently disable these insipid computer aids, but my insur-
ance didn’t seem to cover this type of damage. In the end I simply 
resorted to profanities each time a warning light told me I was 
exceeding the speed limit, or a buzzer indicated imminent death - 
the vocabulary on the trip was colourful and constant.

A shame really, as the twisty, icy roads pleaded for a well handling, 
responsive car - I didn’t have one of those. In the end, I actually 
contemplated lifting down the Kombi relic from atop a surf store 
in Launceston and replacing it with this useless SUV. The perfor-
mance and handling characteristics would be no improvement, 
but at least I would be in control!

Cheers
Craig Hughes
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Leyburn quickly became one of Grahame 
Rumballe’s favourite weekends, and not just 
for the racing. Those who attend Leyburn 
acknowledge that it is mostly a weekend of 
laughs and larger than life stories, interrupted 
with a short sprint around the town. The camp 
sites are littered with tall tales about driving ex-
ploits, most of which are fairytales.

All the same, Grahame still took his racing se-
riously, punting the little Golf around the tight 
circuit and exiting the driver’s seat quite cross 
if he had made a mess of things. He never 
quite claimed a victory, but his prize was the 
enjoyment of putting the helmet on and for-
getting about everything else except the noise 
and smell of racing the Golf.

To remember Grahame and his antics at Ley-
burn, the club is inviting as many members as 
possible to either compete in a VW or attend 
some part of the weekend. Competing would 
be encouraged, as this is something Grahame 
wanted more people to experience. Although 
he started relatively late in his motorsport hob-
by, Grahame took to the sport like a duck to 
water. He described the thrill of racing in terms 
that can only be best retold at the track - most 
are not suitable for print :)

Entries close soon for Leyburn, so hop onto 
the Leyburn Sprint site for all the details. Or 
share the drive in the club Fasty. The yellow 
MK1 Golf will be there this year driven by Ste-
ven Hughes. See you on the track.

a racing tribute to the late Grahame Rumballe



Socially Speaking Keith Barton

July

23rd / 24th Xmas in July weekend.
Warwick
Jumpers and Jazz Festival
Sunday Car Show

Dinner Saturday night Hotel Warwick
Group Booking organised by Keith 
for dinner only.
Accomodation to be booked by 
participants.

August

20th/21st

Leyburn Sprints
Leyburn

Convoy out to Leyburn on Sunday 
August 21st

September

11th

Action Day
Manly

See page 11 for details

28th - 31st VW Macksville See page 9 for details

November

19th

VWDCQ Presentation Night Details to follow

December 

11th

Xmas Breakfast
Anchorage Cafe

Start 8.30am. Secret Santa during 
Breakfast





Hi all
 
The Warwick “Jumpers and Jazz” week-end 
is now only about a month away – 23 and 
24 July.  So get your winter woollies packed!  
 
As in previous years, members are free to 
explore the area and take up any activities 
they wish to over the 2 days.  There are a 
couple of club activities but basically the time 
is yours to get out and look at the local craft 
and art and enjoy this southern downs event.
 
Club Activities are listed here:
 
• Meeting on Saturday morning to view the 
local street decorations, listen to jazz musi-
cians and coffee in the main street precinct 
– exact meet up time to be confirmed.  There 
is plenty of live music to enjoy, including the 
main stage area in Palmerin Street in front of 
the Town Hall.
 
• Saturday evening – Dinner at the Hotel 
Warwick, commencing at 6.30 pm.
 
• Sunday morning – Meet up in the main 
street of Warwick (Palmerin Street) for the 
Grand Automobile display on Sunday com-
mencing at 9.00 am. On display will be vin-
tage to classic muscle cars and motorcycles.
 
Our Saturday night dinner this time will be at 
The Hotel Warwick.  During the festival the 
Hotel is extremely busy, and the Hotel could 
not commit to providing us with a traditional 
Christmas dinner, as has been our normal 
tradition.  Instead, the Club has been asked 
to pre-order from the menu, so that we can 
all have our meals prepared and served at 

the same time. Due to the change in the for-
mat of our dinner, we will not have the secret 
santa this time. 
 
Aside from the Club activities, I have pro-
vided a few other suggestions you may wish 
to take up on the week-end.  These are all 
details on the program on the Jumpers and 
Jazz website:
 
• Friday evening – Jazz Laneway party com-
mencing at 6.30 in the Town Hall precinct 
JUMPIN’ JAZZ LANEWAY PARTY | Ticketed 
Signature Festival Events (jumpersandjazz.
com.au)
Tickets are $39.00 each.
 
• Friday evening - 6.30pm - 8.00pm A 
NIGHT OF LIGHT JAZZ Come and see 
unique light designs constructed by Scots/
PGC College 2022 Stem Class. Students 
have programmed a sequence of lights to 
Jazz tunes. Snacks and drinks available for 
purchase. Scots PGC College Warwick, 60 
Oxenham Street,Warwick. 07 4666 9811 
Enquiries: angela.brittain@scotspgc.com.au 
Free Event
 
• Morning and afternoon local train journeys 
on the Downs Explorer, on both the Saturday 
and Sunday.  Details on their website:  Book-
ings | Downs Explorer
 
• Saturday morning 7.30am - 10.00am 
JAZZY BREAKFAST Breakfast with enter-
tainment by “The Bells” supporting local 
mission projects,stay as long as you like. All 
welcome. Booking enquiries 0427 673 726 
or email communications@wkuc.org.au Wil-
liams Hall, 33a Guy Street, Warwick. $20 for 



adults, 12 years and under $12, preschool 
and under free, family $50. Tickets available 
at the door.
 
• Saturday morning 8.00am - 11.00am FREE-
STONE COUNTRY BREKKY & YARN SPEC-
TACULAR Drop in on your way to Warwick, or 
start your day with a country drive. View the 
ever growing ‘farmer’s favourite’ yarnbomb-
ing. Healthy ‘all morning’ breakfast. Country 
cooking and craft stalls to tempt.
 
• Saturday and Sunday 10.30am - 11.00am 
SPINNING YARNS AT GLENGALLAN Come 
and enjoy a guided tour of one of the regions’ 
finest historic homesteads and oldest sheep 
stations. Learn about the innovative heritage 
restoration and stay for hot tea, coffee & 
baked scones. Glengallan Homestead, 18515 
New England Highway, Glengallan. Cost $15 
per person. Tickets are available at the door.

• All week-end Darling Downs Trike tours – 1 
and 2 hour tours available

If you are attending the Jumpers and Jazz 
week-end with the Club, please complete 
these details and return to me by Friday 15 
July.
 
Name/s of people attending and one contact 
mobile number:
 
Days you are attending:  eg some members 
are only attending on the Saturday
 
Name of your accommodation:
 
Saturday night dinner selection/s (from the 
menus attached):
 
 
Thanks everyone.   Look forward to seeing 
you there.  Any enquiries about any of the 
above, please call.
 
Cheers
Keith
0438357749

Thanks to the work and perseverance of 
Jon Elcock and Talitha Herrick, the club 
has a Facebook presence once more. 
Due to words such as Volkswagen and 
VW unavailable for the club to use, the 
new page is called Action Day, but does 
have the VWDCQ banner on top.

Access to the page is through the club 
website link:

www.vwdcqinc.org.au



On loan from VWDCQ club 
secretary Mel Cheal is this 
book entitled “Cars We Used 
To Drive” written by Don Loff-
ler. It documents cars that 
Australians would have driv-
en from the 1940s through to 
the 1960s. The book is hard-
cover, 264 pages with 280 
colour slides and black-and-
white photographs of owners 
and their cars, from Austin to 
Zeta, including Volkswagen, 
which makes the front cover.

Having a Beetle on the front 
cover is quite surprising for an 
Australian themed automo-
tive book, where Holden cars 
dominated the landscape. 
However, Don attempts to 
recognise all makes and 
models on the Down Under 
road-scape, including makes 
such as  Morris, Vanguard, 
Wolseley, Oldsmobile and 
Hudson, which have long 
since disappeared from the 
new car scene.

Approaching car owner-
ship from the perspective of 
the people and families who 
drove them makes for an en-
joyable read, and the images 
record the social history of an 
era very different from today, 
when people were content 
to sit on travelling rugs by 
the roadside to enjoy a picnic 
lunch.

There are also some very 
interesting photos of work-
shops and dealerships, an 
insight into servicing and 
sales.

A good VW read...



The Queensland Hill climb championship 
normally attracts entrants from down south 
in good numbers but this year it wasn’t the 
case. With only about 55 drivers entered for 
the two day event it was bit quiet compared 
to previous years.  We had NSW  Volkswagen 
guru Wayne Penrose and Ben Ford roll up 
with there 2.8L Beetle sports sedan along 
with Stan Pobjoy in his super charged VW 
powered open wheeler. The usual Qld VW 
drivers at most events - Craig and Steven 
Hughes, Dave Sidery and Gavin Taylor  car-
ried the flag for VWDCQ. Craig in the noisy 
vee with his octopus grip equipped tyres [ful-
ly sick!] was there to give his PB a nudge, but 
with a fastest time of 49.63 the cards didn’t 
fall in his favour however still gave him a class 
win. Steven in the little yellow Golf is getting 
more consistent with his times and is into the 
52’s. His best time of 52.49 yielded a class 
win.  Dave is now always below 50 seconds 
with his times. His best time of 49.06 gave 
him a 2nd in class. Wayne and Ben in the 
monster beetle shared the car with a dual 
entry. Ben has never driven Mt Cotton be-
fore so you would understand why he would 
be taking it easy for a bit. His best time of 
47.63 at this unforgiving track is nothing 
to be sneezed at. Wayne with his experi-
ence behind the wheel of a race car put up 
a fast time of 44.47 and was the fastest tin 
top time to that point. Enter Gavin Taylor in 
his screaming 2.0L Golf sporting some new 
Avon slicks, hectic! In his normal fashion he 
throws this little Golf around the track ignor-
ing what little track run off there is available 
and with no surprise, rips the fastest tin top 
award trophy from Wayne’s waiting hands. It 
was by the narrowest of margins, 44.46 to 
Wayne’s time of 44.47.  Stan Pobjoy’s open 
wheeler is in a very competitive class so a 
win wasn’t possible but still managed a very 
good time of 43.53. I would say it was a suc-
cessful weekend for the VW clan and lets 
hope there are many more to come with the 
return of the Club fasty getting closer.

Sports Report Greg Turnham
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Gavin Taylor

Wayne Penrose and Ben Ford

Dave Sidery

Craig Hughes



Looking Back...The Penboss family interview 
with the Road Ahead Magazine
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For Sale or Wanted

FOR SALE. 1973 Volkswagen Beetle (Standard), 62000km, one family owner since new, receipt 
from purchase with car, well cared for, kept under cover always and serviced regularly, runs very 
well, reliable car - was an every day use until put onto club rego 4 years ago - now a weekend driver.
Work completed in 2016 - Engine rebuilt from 1300 to 1600. New tyres, sandblasted and painted 
rims, replaced brake shoes and cyclinders reconditioned, rust proofed, sound proofing, upholstery 
replaced on seats & door cards, New exhaust installed August 2021 Comes with some spare parts, 
extra wheel hubs, manual. Contact Talitha on 0405 380 811 $20000 o.n.o.

1996 1200 Formula Vee, sealed engine and gear box (Kombi gearing for hill climb) and an-
other 2 gear boxes, one sealed and set up for circuit, 009 distributor with electronic ignition, 
control cam, control racing manifold, rack and pinion steering and redrilled Datsun mags with 
control Advan Yokohama tyres. Disc brakes all round. Spare fibreglass body minus nose cone, 
second hand parts include 1 complete engine, 6 volt starters, trailing arms, torsion packs, 2 
rear axles and housings complete. Trailer included. 

$8000 for the lot. Contact Jim on heysal@optusnet.com.au

SOLD!!!



Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland Inc 

 Membership Renewal Form 
 

Please copy and return this form by email to:  secretary.vwdcq@gmail.com   or by post to: 
VWDCQ Inc, PO Box 568, Morningside   Queensland, Australia, 4170. 

 
 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE PAYMENT METHODS 
  
Full: $40:00 Direct Debit (Preferred) 
Pensioner / Student $30:00 BSB 484-799 A/c Number 720125237 
 Please use your Name and R for renewal as 

reference 
  
 Cheque or Money Order: 
 PO Box 568 Morningside   Qld 4170 
 
      
I/We, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership renewal to the Volkswagen Drivers Club of Qld 
Inc.  
As previously I/We understand that this application is subject to acceptance by the committee, and is 
granted on the condition that I/We agree to abide by the rules and the Constitution of the Club. 
 
Please Print 
NAME (1) _____________________________________________NAME (2) ________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________POSTCODE____________Email:_______________________________  
 
PHONE: (Mobile:) _____________________________ (Other)_______________________ __________________ 
 
DOB (1): ___________________ (2) ____________________OCCUPATION ______________________________ 
 
TYPE OF VW (1): ____________________YEAR: _______________               REGO: ___________________ 
 
TYPE OF VW (2): ____________________YEAR: _______________                REGO: __________________ 
 
 
I / We have today paid by Bank Transfer to BSB 484-799 A/c # 720125237 
 
                                               Or   
I / We have paid by Cheque/Money Order made out to VWDCQ Inc sent to 
VWDCQ PO Box 568 Morningside Qld 4170    
 
SIGNATURE…………………...…………………………… DATE……….…/……/….………   
 
You will receive your new membership card by post once payment has been cleared  
 
Office Use Only: Membership Number ……………. Renewed……. /…../…… 
 
                                     Signed: ……………………………. Secretary VWDCQ Inc. 
 
Please Note: Club General Meetings are now held at The Mt Gravatt Memorial 
Hall, 1644 Logan Road Mount Gravatt at 7.30pm on the 1st Wednesday of the 
month (January excepted). We look forward to seeing you there. 

Please Tick  
Which Box 



AUSSIE
MOBILE

COLD ROOM 
HIRE

0422 207 969

HIRE OUR MOBILE COLDROOMS FOR 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, ENGAGEMENTS, 
WEDDINGS, CHRISTMAS AND NEW 

YEAR! HIRE FOR A DAY, WEEKEND OR 
LONGER

The old and the new, welcome at VWDCQ

Volksword is produced monthly by the VWDCQinc. Views expressed in Volksword are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent 
those of the VWDCQinc. Articles may be reproduced with an acknowledgement to Volksword, VWDCQinc. VWDCQinc, its members, nor its 
contributors to Volksword, can be held liable for consequences arising from information printed in the magazine.


