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The club meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month (except January) @ 7.30pm 
Mt Gravatt Showgrounds Logan Road Mt Gravatt

VWDCQinc Club Objectives:
1)   To foster the good fellowship and further the interests of Volkswagen owners and 
drivers.
2)   To promote the Club
3)  To co-operate with other motor vehicle clubs

A few VWDCQ club members attended the Valla Spectacular, among them Neil Penboss and his 
Karmann Ghia. Of course, Rusty the motorhome provided all the creature comforts of home during the 

cold nights at Nambucca.



Hi Everyone,

There has been quite a lot happening on the VW show and event 
calendar in the last month. VWDCQ club members have been 
travelling far and wide, with the Warwick Jumpers and Jazz Fes-
tival and the Valla Spectacular in Nambucca. And over the next 
few weeks there is more VW activity with Leyburn and Action Day. 
Keith Barton has a report about the Jumpers and Jazz weekend 
on pages 6-7.

For those that travelled south to Nambucca, it was refreshing that 
this biennial event had returned to its original location. The last few 
years have been quite tumultuous for the Pell Family to nail down 
a venue, with health orders, management changes and then the 
wet weather threatening to de-rail the event. In the final moments 
Valla Park became available and the show went ahead.

Even the racing at Raleigh Raceway was almost cancelled, with 
the track under water three times in the last six months. The track 
surface had suffered extensive damage, however, the efforts of 
the track crew scraped together enough asphalt to make racing 
possible - although it did mean drivers needed to dodge holes 
and rocks on almost every corner. The campgrounds at Valla Park 
also had their fair share of water, and club member Neil Penboss 
required a tow out at the end of the weekend as his motorhome 
had slowly sunk into the soft soil. Thankfully, the show was held 
under blue skies and sunshine, allowing everyone the opportunity 
to relax and VW party.

Yours trully was there in both a racing and working capacity, bring-
ing the turbo bug down for a fang on Thursday and Friday and 
then working on the VWMA trade stall talking VWs. It was both 
tiring and fun, a great combo for a VW event.

Cheers
Craig Hughes

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
2022

• President
     Craig Hughes
 0419 735 596

• Vice President
     Nolan Wilcox
 0407 576 802

• Treasurer
     Jon Elcock
 0413 945 377

• Secretary
     Mel Cheal
             0431 155 388

• Sporting Captain
     Greg Turnham
                      0409  473  487

• Social Secretary
     Keith Barton
  0438 357 749   

• Dating Officer 
      John Diggles
              0458 637 832   

from the Prez...
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VWDCQ ACTION DAY

SEPTEMBER 11TH 2022
BANDSTAND PARK THE ESPLANADE WYNNUM

A VOLKSWAGEN CLUB FOR 
VOLKSWAGEN ENTHUSIASTS

WWW.VWDCQINC.ORG.AU

GATES OPEN 9AM 
• CAR ENTRY $20 • SWAP SITE $15 

• TRADE STANDS $50
• GENERAL PUBLIC FREE • SHOW’N’SHINE 

• FOOD & DRINK
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Socially Speaking Keith Barton

August

20th/21st

Leyburn Sprints
Leyburn

Convoy out to Leyburn on Sunday 
August 21st

September

11th

Action Day
Manly

See page 11 for details

November

19th

VWDCQ Presentation Night Details to follow

December 

11th

Xmas Breakfast
Anchorage Cafe

Start 8.30am. Secret Santa during 
Breakfast

VW
DCQ ACTION DAY

November VW Warwick
Warwick

See the current issue of VWMA for 
details





The July event was a week-end in Warwick 
for Jumpers and Jazz Festival. There were 
only a small number of attendees for the 
week-end, but a good time was held by all 
of us. Jan and I  started the weekend on Fri-
day with a tour of Glengallan Homestead just 
near Allora. We have been past there many 
times over the years while it was in ruins and 
now that it has been restored, but have not 
had a tour or inspection until now. The his-
tory of the place is amazing. What happened 
to it and the various owners over a long time 
is pretty incredible and to end up vacant and 
rundown until the early 1990s seems unbe-
lievable in this day and age. 

It has cost an incredible amount of money 
and local resources to get it to its present 
state let alone restore it to its original condi-
tion. I think it was very smart to not want to 
lose all the damage and evidence of being 
unloved and vacant for all those years. The 
high ceilings, staircase and great expansive 
views are impressive and well worth a visit. 
It is not expensive for a tour and the café is 
quite nice with great coffee and food on offer. 
The organization that looks after the home-
stead now has a full time manager and is 
looking to improve and expand on the work 
that has already been completed. Next time 
you are in the Scenic Rim area or nearby put 
it in the things to do list.
       
Friday afternoon was spent in the town area 
checking out the tree decorations and the 
local art and craft. All local displays are free 
events that are located in church halls or 
council buildings around the town. Warwick 
has a nice mix of architecture styles within 
the town area. Classical brick and concrete 

and timber to modernist glass and concrete. 
The artisan work on display was incredible to 
see. There were the traditional water colours 
and photos to fibres and fabrics and stitched 
fabric scenes of birds in their natural environ-
ments. All amazing work.
      
Friday night was all jazz. Jan and I had 
bought tickets to a laneway jazz event in 
town but because of the weather forecast it 
had been relocated to a church hall and was 
now an indoor event. Great news when we 
found out. We didn’t need the gloves, beanie 
or scarves that we had planned to use in the 
laneway. It was a great night with the UQ jazz 
big band playing at the start of the night and 
then we had the main attraction on after that. 
Angela Fabian and her band was the show-
stopper. Apparently Angela was a contes-
tant on The Voice at some stage in the past. 
She and her band were very well received by 
the patrons and had the whole place buzzing 
from start to finish. The hall made things a 
lot more pleasant for everyone including the 
performers.
     
On Saturday morning those of us who were 
in town went off to the local Uniting church 
hall for a ticketed breakfast, which was a 
fund raising event for an overseas mission, 
that had been advertised as part of the festi-
val and had “The Bells” as the entertainment. 
Well, wasn’t it a gem of a find. The breakfast 
spread was incredible and all done by the 
parish community and the performers were 
a combination of a jazz singer with backing 
music, a different singer with guitar and 7 
bell ringers that ring bells to music. The bells 
are small hand held bells with different tones 
and a special fixed ringer inside the bell that 



only moves in the one direction. The players 
are interesting to watch with their hand move-
ments to ring the bells and the music they 
produce is calming and pleasant, a bit like lift 
music really. The whole thing was a great way 
to start the day.
     
Later on uptown the whole place is alive with 
people and jazz. There is a stage set up in the 
main street with a day full of scheduled per-
formance’s by various acts and the stage is 
surrounded by chairs and tables for the listen-
ers to put themselves right in the picture to 
catch all of the music as it happens. The festi-
val really draws the people into town and sets 
them loose all over the place. It gives them all 
a chance to wear those unusual crafted and 
coloured hats and scarves that a lot seem to 
have. Those of us with the more traditional 
cold weather clothing can only look on in awe 
at all those incredible things.
     
After pounding the streets of Warwick and 
looking at all the colour and listening to all 
that jazz Jan and I went for a country drive 
to Mount Colliery and Ian and Christine took 
a short train ride off in another direction to 
Wheatvale. The country is looking very green 
and cool for a nice change with plenty of wide 
open spaces and mountain ranges around 
Warwick to look and marvel at.
       
The theme for club members was Christmas 
in July. We did not go ahead with the Christ-
mas theme because of the small numbers for 

the dinner on Saturday night the restaurant 
was not prepared to cater for a traditional 
type menu. Aside from the menu and pres-
ents everything else was in line with a northern 
hemisphere Christmas. The weather was cold 
and crisp outside and a little windy but inside 
the hotel was cosy and warm. We had a table 
right in front of a wood fire which had been 
stoked up and was putting out a great amount 
of heat. In fact a number of us thought that 
perhaps we may have to move during dinner 
so that we didn’t get roasted. The Warwick 
Hotel is a great place for a get together as it 
has a separate bar, that at times has live mu-
sic, and a large dining area that is right in the 
main street.
     
The first Sunday of the festival is all about the 
cars locked into the main street. All types of 
everything get let into the show. Australian, 
American, European and English cars are all 
there and in all sorts of condition although the 
vast majority are in the better condition range. 
There were three VWs in the mix that were 
easy to spot and find. All were very obvious 
model examples of past motoring generations 
with a beetle, kombi and dune buggy. The 
rest were the typical types with Commodore, 
Torana, Pontiac, Barracuda, Mustang, Falcon, 
Valiant, Datsun and many more to drool over 
and music to go with everything with a rock 
band on the stage in Leslie Park and jazz up 
in the main street. What more could you want.
Then it was all over and back to Brisbane. Well 
worth the visit if you haven’t been.



Just a Sec... Mel Cheal

This is the first of what I 
hope will be a monthly 
contribution to “Volk-
sword” from me as the 
club’s Secretary address-
ing topics relating directly 
to ongoing operations of 
our club and also some 
personal anecdotes that I 
hope are of interest.

It is hard to believe that the 
end of the financial year is 
almost upon us and this 
is also an opportunity for 
me to thank Barry Browse 
for his valuable contribu-
tion as our Treasurer in a 
time of rapid change and 
to hope that we can now 
put those irksome Co-
vid restrictions behind us. 
Barry’s assistance and 
knowledge has been very 
much appreciated by me 
and I am sure that you 

will all join me in in wish-
ing him a speedy recov-
ery from the health issues 
that forced his resignation 
as Treasurer, on doctors’ 
orders. 

We have been most for-
tunate that Jon Elcock 
has been able to take 
over the role of Treasurer 
at extremely short notice 
and is working with Barry 
to ensure a smooth tran-
sition and to prepare our 
accounts for the annual 
return to the Office of Fair 
Trading.  Heartfelt thanks 
Jon! 

Most of you will be aware 
that Jon has also been 
active in getting our web-
site restored and is work-
ing hard to make it a real 
asset to the club and use-

ful for members and visi-
tors alike. In the short time 
since being restored we 
are attracting two or three 
new members a month 
which is very encourag-
ing.

Also encouraging is the re-
sponse to our Action Day 
promotion on the website 
and with local VW dealer-
ships and our next task is 
to translate this interest 
into sponsorships and at-
tendance. If you haven’t 
already, mark the day 
September 11th on your 
calendars and mobiles 
to ensure that you are at 
Wynnum Bandstand Park 
on the Esplanade with 
your VW’s and to render 
all possible assistance in 
running another success-
ful event.
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The recent club run to the 
Queens Park Café in Ips-
wich brought back mem-
ories for me when, back in 
1972, my wife and I and 
children were living in a 
grand old Queenslander 
just down the road on 
the corner of Limestone 
Street and Thorne Street.  
The dining room was 
huge and the dining table 
could comfortably sit a 
dozen and was worthy of 
a banquet we could never 
afford at that time! 

Not long after we moved 
in a neighbor’s cat, stroll-
ing across our back gar-
den, was confronted by 
our Labrador ‘Jedda’ and 
scrambled up the nearest 
tree and turned to give 
the feline equivalent of the 
‘finger’ to the dog.  The 
look of surprise and then 
terror on its face when it 
saw the dog only inches 
behind on the same tree 
branch some 3 metres 
off the ground had me 
wishing I had a camera to 

record it!  Yes, dogs can 
climb trees! Here’s a pho-
to to prove it!  

Thanks to the work and perseverance of 
Jon Elcock and Talitha Herrick, the club 
has a Facebook presence once more. 
Due to words such as Volkswagen and 
VW unavailable for the club to use, the 
new page is called Action Day, but does 
have the VWDCQ banner on top.

Access to the page is through the club 
website link:

www.vwdcqinc.org.au

... a racing tribute to the late Grahame Rumballe

To remember Grahame and his antics at Ley-
burn, the club is inviting as many members as 
possible to either compete in a VW or attend 
some part of the weekend. Competing would 
be encouraged, as this is something Grahame 
wanted more people to experience. 

Although he started relatively late in his mo-
torsport hobby, Grahame took to the sport 
like a duck to water. He described the thrill of 
racing in terms that can only be best retold at 
the track - most are not suitable for print :) In 
the later stages of ill health, putting the helmet 
on and forgetting about the pain was the best 
sort of medicine. A rocking chair and a blanket 
was never going to be Grahame’s style! 

The yellow MK1 Golf that Grahame drove will 
be there this year driven by Steven Hughes, 
and other VW club members racing include 
Neil Penboss, Craig Hughes, Noel Dore, Dave 
Sidery and Gavin Taylor.



I purchased this Baja from Peter Page as 
it is a trip down memory lane. At the ten-
der age of 16 (1982) I was building my 
first VW with this same “Sandpiper” kit. 
But at least this one is already built, just 
needs some TLC and paint.

In these pics I have done the wheels and 
brakes and cleaned and painted the floor 
inside.

Wallys tips!
If you have an air cooled VW, at some 
stage pour some oil into your speedo ca-
ble. Unscrew off the back of the speedo 
and allow some oil ( normal engine oil is 
fine) to run down into the cable.

The one in Billy the Baja was rusted and 
seized. Lucky there was a spare in the 
shed, ran some oil into it and fitted. Hey 
presto, a working speedo again!

Baja Billy... Neil Penboss
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For Sale or Wanted

FOR SALE. 1973 Volkswagen Beetle (Standard), 62000km, one family owner since new, receipt 
from purchase with car, well cared for, kept under cover always and serviced regularly, runs very 
well, reliable car - was an every day use until put onto club rego 4 years ago - now a weekend driver.
Work completed in 2016 - Engine rebuilt from 1300 to 1600. New tyres, sandblasted and painted 
rims, replaced brake shoes and cyclinders reconditioned, rust proofed, sound proofing, upholstery 
replaced on seats & door cards, New exhaust installed August 2021 Comes with some spare parts, 
extra wheel hubs, manual. Contact Talitha on 0405 380 811 $20000 o.n.o.

1996 1200 Formula Vee, sealed engine and gear box (Kombi gearing for hill climb) and an-
other 2 gear boxes, one sealed and set up for circuit, 009 distributor with electronic ignition, 
control cam, control racing manifold, rack and pinion steering and redrilled Datsun mags with 
control Advan Yokohama tyres. Disc brakes all round. Spare fibreglass body minus nose cone, 
second hand parts include 1 complete engine, 6 volt starters, trailing arms, torsion packs, 2 
rear axles and housings complete. Trailer included. 

$8000 for the lot. Contact Jim on heysal@optusnet.com.au

SOLD!!!



Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland Inc 

 Membership Renewal Form 
 

Please copy and return this form by email to:  secretary.vwdcq@gmail.com   or by post to: 
VWDCQ Inc, PO Box 568, Morningside   Queensland, Australia, 4170. 

 
 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE PAYMENT METHODS 
  
Full: $40:00 Direct Debit (Preferred) 
Pensioner / Student $30:00 BSB 484-799 A/c Number 720125237 
 Please use your Name and R for renewal as 

reference 
  
 Cheque or Money Order: 
 PO Box 568 Morningside   Qld 4170 
 
      
I/We, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership renewal to the Volkswagen Drivers Club of Qld 
Inc.  
As previously I/We understand that this application is subject to acceptance by the committee, and is 
granted on the condition that I/We agree to abide by the rules and the Constitution of the Club. 
 
Please Print 
NAME (1) _____________________________________________NAME (2) ________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________POSTCODE____________Email:_______________________________  
 
PHONE: (Mobile:) _____________________________ (Other)_______________________ __________________ 
 
DOB (1): ___________________ (2) ____________________OCCUPATION ______________________________ 
 
TYPE OF VW (1): ____________________YEAR: _______________               REGO: ___________________ 
 
TYPE OF VW (2): ____________________YEAR: _______________                REGO: __________________ 
 
 
I / We have today paid by Bank Transfer to BSB 484-799 A/c # 720125237 
 
                                               Or   
I / We have paid by Cheque/Money Order made out to VWDCQ Inc sent to 
VWDCQ PO Box 568 Morningside Qld 4170    
 
SIGNATURE…………………...…………………………… DATE……….…/……/….………   
 
You will receive your new membership card by post once payment has been cleared  
 
Office Use Only: Membership Number ……………. Renewed……. /…../…… 
 
                                     Signed: ……………………………. Secretary VWDCQ Inc. 
 
Please Note: Club General Meetings are now held at The Mt Gravatt Memorial 
Hall, 1644 Logan Road Mount Gravatt at 7.30pm on the 1st Wednesday of the 
month (January excepted). We look forward to seeing you there. 

Please Tick  
Which Box 



AUSSIE
MOBILE

COLD ROOM 
HIRE

0422 207 969

HIRE OUR MOBILE COLDROOMS FOR 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, ENGAGEMENTS, 
WEDDINGS, CHRISTMAS AND NEW 

YEAR! HIRE FOR A DAY, WEEKEND OR 
LONGER

The old and the new, welcome at VWDCQ

Volksword is produced monthly by the VWDCQinc. Views expressed in Volksword are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent 
those of the VWDCQinc. Articles may be reproduced with an acknowledgement to Volksword, VWDCQinc. VWDCQinc, its members, nor its 
contributors to Volksword, can be held liable for consequences arising from information printed in the magazine.


