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VOLKSWORD 

A PUBLICATION OF THE VOLKSWAGEN DRIVERS CLUB OF QUEENSLAND 

VWDCQinc Club Objectives: 

1) To foster the good fellowship and further the interest of 

Volkswagen owners and drivers. 

2) To promote the club 

3) To co-operate with other motor vehicle clubs 

Visit us at: www.vwdcqinc.org.au 

PO Box 568, Morningside, Queensland, 4170 

Meet with us at: The Memorial Hall, Mt Gravatt Showgrounds, 1644 Logan 

Road Mt Gravatt Qld 4122 on the 1st Wednesday of the month (except 

January) at 7.30pm. Visitor’s and prospective members welcome. 
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Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland Incorporated   

   ABOUT US    
The Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland was founded in 1982 to give the drivers 

and devotees of the rear-engine Volkswagen ‘Beetles’, Karman Ghia’s, Transporters and 

Kombis, together with the then ‘new’ front wheel drive Volkswagens, an opportunity to 

share their enthusiasm in mutual rewarding activities and to demonstrate to the public 

generally the goodwill and fellowship that these vehicles engender in their owners and 

drivers. 

 

This is summarised in the original objectives of the club which are: 

• To foster the good fellowship and further the interests of Volkswagen owners 

and drivers. 

• To Promote the club 

• To co-operate with other motor vehicle clubs. 

 

Membership is now also open to owners of any Volkswagen Group Vehicles such as 

Audi, Porsche, Skoda, and Seat.  Lamborghini, Bentley and Bugatti are also now in the 

VW Family. 

 

Whichever Volkswagen or VW derivative you own or drive, as a member of the VWDCQ, 

you will be sure to meet people with an extensive knowledge of all types and be able to 

enjoy activities including friendly club fellowship and public road club runs and also 

opportunities for off-road activities such as circuit racing, hill climbs and rallies. 

 

Club Membership can also offer those whose vehicles are only used irregularly access 

to reduced Qld Transport registration, subject to certain conditions. Club officials can 

advise on these requirements and the restrictions that accompany club registration. 

 

All Volkswagen drivers are welcome to join our club and enjoy the club comradeship 

and family atmosphere that started with the Volkswagen ‘Beetle’ and continues with 

the ownership of the Volkswagen Group motor cars of today. 

 

Club Meetings are held in the Memorial Hall, Mount Gravatt Showgrounds, 1644 

Logan Road, Mount Gravatt on the 1st Wednesday of each month (excluding January) 

starting at 7.30 pm.    In the grounds there are several car parks available close to the 

Hall. These are well lit in the evening and security cameras monitor the site. 

Prospective new members and Visitors are welcome to attend these meetings. 

 

Mel Cheal 

Secretary VWDCQ Inc      
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  Affiliated with Motorsport Australia (CAMS)    
Editorial 
It has been a bit like musical chairs without the music 

as President Craig Hughes and myself have swopped 

editorial duties this year!  Craig’s business 

responsibilities with his VWMA magazine needing 

attendance at far flung and closely timed events have 

meant that he has had to hand production of 

Volksword to me once more.  

 

August has been a busy month with the preparations 

for Action Day becoming a rather hectic affair this year. 

Final approval for the use of the Wynnum/Manly 

Bandstand Park Venue took much longer than we had 

anticipated to come through. Committee members and 

other members have been busy contacting potential 

sponsors and other VW clubs in order to obtain the 

good turnout and support enjoyed at previous Action 

Days. 

   

The two year lay-off has sadly seen the demise of 

several VW clubs so it is hoped that Action Day will 

demonstrate that the VW community is still very much 

alive and well in Queensland and that ‘orphaned’ VW 

owners will become aware that they can find a new 

home and welcome with Volkswagen Drivers Club of 

Queensland. 

 

So, bring your VW’s or associated vehicles along to 

Action Day on September 11th. Gate opens for car entry 

at 8am and its is still only $20:00 a car and for a chance 

to take home a treasured trophy. Sausage sizzle and 

drinks are courtesy this year of the Wooden Boat 

Association of Queensland whose officials have also 

been a great help to the club this year in getting our 

website restored. 

 

                        Safe Motoring     Mel Cheal  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

2022 

President: 

    Craig Hughes 

               0419 735 596 

 

Vice President: 

     Nolan Wilcox 

              0407 576 802 

 

Treasurer: 

     Jon Elcock 

              0413 945 377 

 

Secretary: 

      Mel Cheal 

              0431 155 388 

 

Sporting Captain: 

       Greg Turnham 

              0409 473 487 

 

Social Secretary: 

        Keith Barton 

              0438 357 749 

 

Dating Officer: 

          John Diggles 

               0458 637 832 
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Events Calendar for Remainder of 2022 

________________________________________________

September 11th 2022: 

Action Day 

Bandstand Park Wynnum/Manly Esplanade Manly  

________________________________________________

October 16th 2022 

Car Run to Esk   

Details to follow. 

 

November 19th 2022 

Presentation Night  

Carina Leagues Club, Carina 

Details to follow 

________________________________________________ 

December 11th 2022 

Secret Santa Breakfast 

Anchorage Café, Horizon Shores, Streiglitz. 
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Social and Sporting News 

  
The Late Grahame Rumballe’s Golf heading this 

months Social & Sporting News 

 

The return of the annualSprint meeting at Leyburn on 

the weekend of the 19th - 20th of August was the clubs 

combined social and sporting event for the month and 

our tribute to the late Grahame Rumballe who loved to 

race his yellow Golf here against other competitors 

and the clock.    

This year the rapid Golf was piloted by Steve Hughes 

who is now the proud owner of the Golf generously 

given to him by Grahame shortly before his passing.  
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Other club members participating were Craig Hughes, 

Noel Dore and “Wally’ Penboss and their crews.  

 

Mark Tuckwell became the envy of all when he won a 

raffle for some hot laps with Targa Tasmanian    

champion Matt Cardinaels in his Datsun 240Z.                                  
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The smile says it all!  Mark Tuckwell after his Hot laps 

in the 24 ounce Datsun piloted by Matt Cardinaels. 
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VOLKS TORQUE                                                
Things the manual doesn’t tell you. 
 
Worn door hinge pins are well covered in DIY VW books but as I 
discovered there are traps for the restorer if the doors have been removed 
along with the hinges before the task of pin replacement 
 
On my ‘76 Aussie Beetle the hinges all look the same but they are not! 
The upper hinge securing holes are closer together than the lower ones 
The hinges are right and left-handed and are not interchangeable. 
On disassembly I had placed the hinges and pins in ‘zip glad bags’ 
marked n/s and o/s but somehow in the intervening 20 years they had 
switched bags which is how I became aware that what looked right on 
assembly was wrong in practice! Oops!  Fortunately, by this time I was an 
expert in drifting hinge pins in and out without the correct VW tool. 
A correct sized punch, a heavy block of wood with a suitable hole drilled 
in for the hinge pin to enter when being ‘persuaded’ to move by the punch 
being struck repeated rapid blows with an engineer’s hammer.  The wood 
block was clamped across the hinge with a sliding clamp, tightened after 
the hole and pin exit had been lined up with the punch. 
 
Tip: To remove the hinge pins for the first time with the door off the car 
and no correct tool available: 
If they are being stubborn, as is often the case, even after liberal doses 
of penetrating fluid, vinegar or coca cola or all three, with a helper 
supporting the door inverted and with the hinge supported with a block of 
wood also supported on a bench end or other solid surface, an air or 
electric impact hammer with a suitably sized drift in the chuck will shift all 
but the most ‘rust welded’ pins.The hinges must be supported. Otherwise, 
you risk buckling the door where the hinge is welded to the door. 
Solidly rusted pins will need to have to the fixed door hinge barrel replaced 
anyway. Expensive and a job for the experts. Easier to look for another 
door! 
Oversize hinge pins are available and are cheap. What are not cheap are 
the reamers necessary to clean up the holes for the new pins! Hopefully 
a friendly club member can come to the rescue here! 
 
Your contributions for this segment of the magazine, with photos, if possible, 
will be gratefully accepted and considered for the edification of our members 
and readers.  Send them to melvync@optusnet.com.au 

mailto:melvync@optusnet.com.au
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From The Bookshelf 

         
This book arrived as a recent birthday present and it is a very good and 

informative read indeed.  

It describes the adventures of Meredith(Mez) Schofield and her husband 

Sean and kelpie-cross Bandit when they decided it was high time they 

took a look at Australia after many years abroad in various occupations.  

There is useful information on travelling with a dog, including places to 

stay and some to avoid.  Preparing the Kombi and what to take in the way 

of spares and tools is also covered before they set out heading west from 

Woolongong to South and West Australia, up to the Kimberley and 

Katherine and then down through the red centre and back to 

Woolongong.  

Well worth adding to your library especially if contemplating a similar trip 

or comparing their travels to your own if you have already done ‘the 

grand tour’! 

 

Mel. 
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TBA Mid October see 

VWAMag website 
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Collector’s Corner 

Not a Volkswagen but I couldn’t resist this French 1/43 scale 

1938 Citroen Avanti Berline in Wartime Free French Colours. 

 

 
With some suitable figures this could be a likely scene 

anywhere in France during WWII as the resistance took on the 

German occupation.   
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CLUB TOPICS                                                                                   
A regular feature of the Warwick Drag races presented by 

Volkswagen Australia Magazine in October, but delayed this 

year due to the track suffering from the heavy rains earlier is 

the Tappet Cover Racing at the conclusion of the track 

competition.   Not that the competition is any less fierce on 

Noel Eichmann’s still going strong track.  

Older members will no doubt remember the all-conquering 

Tappet racers fielded by ex-president ‘Harry’ Butler back in the 

early 1990’s.  Well, Mel now has the awesome ‘Ding” and 

comedy ‘Golf’ in his care at the moment and Harry has 

indicated that he could be persuaded to part with them if the 

price is right.   At the last club meeting it was decided to accept 

bids for the Racers with the highest bid being submitted to 

Harry to tempt him to part with them. So, if you are into tappet 

racing be sure to attend the September 7th club meeting! 

               
                   The VW Golf Tee Tappet Racer 
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The Famous “Ding” – the race winning secret is underneath! 

A work of art indeed and a tribute to the skills of Harry Butler 

so let’s make him an offer he can’t refuse and return Ding to 

the track!               

 

 

Club Merchandise for sale: 
                                        

POLO SHIRTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sizes S to XXL  $55:00 
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Number Plate Surrounds Fit Standard Plates. $7:50 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Available at Club meetings. 

Club Members can advertise their sale or wanted items here 

for free. 

Contact Editor: melvync@optusnet.com.au   
Last Date for inclusion is the second weekend before the end of the 

month for inclusion in the next magazine.  

 

Maximum time: 3 editions of magazine unless arranged otherwise. 

Please notify editor immediately items are sold or found. 

 

WANTED 

 
Beetle Insect Screen/Stone Guard as above  Wanted. 

    Mel Cheal 0431 155 388 

mailto:melvync@optusnet.com.au
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             Please Support our Sponsors and VW Suppliers

                                      

                           

                                  
  

                                                     
                                  

 

 

 
All photographs, except those in adverts are from the collection of the Editor, Mel Cheal & VWDCQinc 

 

 Volksword is produced monthly by the VWDCQinc. Views expressed in Volksword are those of the writers 

and do not necessarily represent those of the Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland Inc. Articles may be 

reproduced with acknowledgement to Volksword, VWDCQinc.  VWDCQinc, its members nor its contributors 

to Volksword cannot be held liable for the consequences arising from information printed in this magazine.    



Page 16 of 16 

 

Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland Incorporated 
 Membership Application Form 

Please copy and return this form by email to secretary.vwdcq@gmail.com or by post 

to VWDCQ inc., PO Box 568, Morningside, Queensland, Australia, 4170. Easier still 

use the form on our website. https://vwdcqinc.org.au  

 
Membership Benefits: Meeting people with similar interests, social outings, Participation in driving events, 

Motorsport Australia (CAMS) affiliation for Motor Sport purposes, Queensland Department of Motor 

Transport ‘Club Registration’ discount (subject to conditions), Membership Card and 2 club stickers and a 

Monthly Club Magazine. 

 

Club meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of each month (January excepted) in the Memorial Hall at 

the Mount Gravatt Showgrounds, 1644 Logan Road, Mount Gravatt, Brisbane at 7.30pm 

 

I / We. The undersigned, hereby apply for membership of the Volkswagen Drivers Club of Queensland Inc. 

I/We understand that this application is subject to acceptance by the committee and is granted on the 

condition that I / We agree to abide by the rules and Constitution of the Club. 

PLEASE PRINT 

NAME (1).……………………………………………………………………NAME (2).………………………………………………………….. 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………SUBURB/TOWN…………………………………………. 

POSTCODE: 

……………………     POSTAL ADDRESS (if Different) …………………………………………………………………………………..…. 

EMAIL: 

………………………………………………………………   PHONE (1) ……………………………………… (2) ………………………………. 

 

D.O.B. (1) ….…/………/……….…..     (2) ………/….…./…..………. OCCUPATION …………………..…………………………... 

 

MAKE OF CAR (1) ………………………………….. MODEL…………………….…….YEAR…………..……REGO…………………… 

 

MAKE OF CAR (2 …………………………………… MODEL…………………….…….YEAR……..………...REGO………….…..…… 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE:    Full $40:00 (Includes Partner)        Pensioner/Student $30:00 

 

PAYMENT METHODS:  Direct Debit (preferred):  BSB 484-799      Account Number   720125237 

                                                                                           Please use your Name as a reference. 

                                                                                                    Cheque or Money Order: 

     P.O. Box 568   Morningside  Qld   4170Please Tick 

Which Box: 

I / We have today paid by Bank Transfer                           or   By Cheque/Money Order            

         

 Club Magazine to be sent by Email (Preferred)    YES                   NO  

 

 

SIGNATURE…………………………………………………………………               DATE……..…/………./…………………. 

You will receive your membership card on receipt of payment and acceptance of this application.  

 

Membership Number…………………………Club Secretary: Initials…………...   Date………/………./………………… 

mailto:secretary.vwdcq@gmail.com

